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COMMODORE’S CORNER 

Jim DiSomma, commodore@broadbaysailing.org 

 

Hello BBSA! 

Hope everyone is out enjoying the fall weather! 

I ventured to Willoughby from Mill Creek, and was shocked at all the cruisers waiting to go 

south. The anchorages here are piling up! 

If you’re heading south, and feel inclined, show your progress, post pics, and share your 

experiences... Living vicariously through you, will help us get through a Virginia winter!!! 

November 15th is Friendsgiving at ODU Sailing Center at 630 pm. Please come, bring a dish, and 

vote in our 2023 BBSA Board! Beverages will be provided by BBSA. 

I want to especially thank Scott Almond, Andy Spittler, and Al Brazzi for the AWESOME turnout 

and spirit of competition for the Bold Mariner Cup. The weather was perfect for those guys in 

the Willoughby part of BBSA to bring home the cup! Al is still smiling! 

We still have a few more races before 2022 comes to an end. The Hot Buttered Rum race will 

have been run by the time you see this, and a couple more later in the month are posted on the 

BBSA Webpage. 

Also, IF you aren't headed south for the winter, come hang out at Waterside for the Grand 

Illumination Cruise. It begins Friday, November 18, 2022 and goes through the weekend! It’s 

always such a fun event, and made better with more participation, so hope to see you!!! 

It's BANQUET time!!!  Our first social event of the year will be held at Norfolk Yacht Club on 

January 28th, 2023, from 6 to 10. 

Here's what you need to know: 

1. Buffet style dinner with a chicken, a beef and a vegetarian/gluten free option. 

2. Live entertainment by Mr. Dino Seretis. Mr. Seretis is also prepared to DJ from his 5000+ song 

data base, for after dinner dancing. 

3. Cash bar with regular yacht club pricing. 

4. Tickets are $50 per person and will be available soon in our online store.  They can also be 

purchased when renewing your membership. 

Come help us thank our outgoing board members, and welcome the new crew!!! 

  

mailto:commodore@broadbaysailing.org
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For those who cannot make Friendsgiving, my family to yours; please have a wonderful holiday, 

spent it with loved ones, friends, or doing things that bring you peace and happiness… 

Be Safe, Sail Fast!! 

Jim DiSomma 

BBSA Commodore 2022 
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RACING NEWS 
Chris Schott, onedesign@broadbaysailing.org  

Bold Mariner 2022 Event 

This year’s running of our Bold Mariner Cup Regatta brought a great turnout with close to an 

equal number of Boats from both Little Creek Racing and Willoughby Racers. Winds were light 

and warm for the season and after 4 years of Little Creek carrying the Trophy, I am proud of 

Willoughby’s performance, and while scoring was close and competitive, Willoughby Racers 

emerged victorious! While it is nice to get our team back on the trophy, we all look forward to 

next year’s matching. Hopefully it will be as close and uniting as this year’s event has been. Let 

us all thank Bold Mariner Brewery by visiting regularly, the Trophy is prominently displayed for 

all to see.  

Thank you all for the turnout! 

AL Brazzi, Willoughby Racers coordinator Sv “Special K” 

 

Results; 

Spinnaker Fleet, 1st Place  Melantho, Jack Clayton Willoughby Racers 

Spinnaker Fleet, 2nd Place  Shock, Chris Whatley  Willoughby Racers 

Spinnaker Fleet, 3rd Place  Elixir, Chris French  LCSA 

 

Non-Spinnaker Fleet 1, 1st Place Black Widow, Copeland, Gade, Girardin LCSA 

Non-Spinnaker Fleet 1, 2nd Place Red Frog, Randy Goodman   LCSA 

Non-Spinnaker Fleet 1, 3rd Place Baserunner, Larry Baun   LCSA 

 

Non-Spinnaker Fleet 2, 1st Place O Sheet, Rob Duncan  Willoughby Racers 

Non-Spinnaker Fleet 2, 2nd Place Skymark, Tim Dull  Willoughby Racers 

Non-Spinnaker Fleet 2, 3rd Place Coeur d’ Alene, Hank Giffin LCSA 

 

Team Scoring; First Willoughby Racers 

 

mailto:onedesign@broadbaysailing.org
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COMING TO THE SOUTHERN BAY! 

IN-PERSON US Sailing Basic Race Management Seminar at Hampton Yacht Club  
This is the updated US Sailing presentation for meeting pertinent certification requirements as 
a US Sailing Club Race Officer. The seminar consists of one session on Saturday, February 04, 
2023 from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm.  
CLICK ON: https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/find-a-
seminar/race-officer-seminar-calendar/  
Scroll down the chronological listings to Basic Race Management Seminar at Hampton Yacht 

Club 2/04/2023       
   Enroll Now  
   There are 25 available slots.    
[NOTE:  Some are already taken – don’t wait to register – once the spots are gone,  
      like Rita in the song, they’re gone!!] 
   Registration closes January 26, 2023.  
  ALL registrations must be completed electronically – no walk-ins. 
US Sailing Course Registration fee is $40. Additional charge of $25 will be collected at the 
seminar to cover cost of lunch and additional refreshments for each participant. 
For additional info contact: 
John McCarthy, mcbear@earthlink.net or 757-850-4225 
Hampton Yacht Club  
4707 Victoria Blvd 
Hampton, VA 23669-4193 
IN-PERSON:  
The Instructors are:  
                   John McCarthy mcbear@earthlink.net     
                   Jerry Thompson trimsails@gmail.com   
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/find-a-seminar/race-officer-seminar-calendar/
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/find-a-seminar/race-officer-seminar-calendar/
http://www1.ussailing.org/enrollment/selectregistrant.aspx?courseid=13497264
mailto:mcbear@earthlink.net
http://www.hamptonyc.com/
mailto:mcbear@earthlink.net
mailto:trimsails@gmail.com
javascript:__doPostBack('gvEvents$ctl10$linkButtonAddToCalendar','')
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FLEET RACING 
 

Little Creek Sailing Association Wednesday Races: 

littlecreek@broadbaysailing.org 

LCSA Face Book Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/250807138384289  

This year’s Oktoberfest Series is in the record books.  It was a typical Frostbite series with a 

cancellation due to extreme weather (Race 2), and an abandonment because of diminished to 

no wind (Race 5).   

Race 1 was a challenge to complete and three competitors scored TLE.  Race 3 was a perfectly 

delightful evening of windward / leeward racing.  Race 4 was held, but three of the competitors 

who stuck their bows out, decided the better part of valor was to retire to the local watering 

hole and have a libation or two or three.   

I wish to express my great thanks to Claude Speed who honchoed the Series, and Mark Flaherty 

for scoring.  And speaking of scoring, the Oktoberfest Series winners are: 

NS1:  1ST Rob Williams (Set Free); 2ND Andy Spittler (Creek Water); 3RD Larry Baun 

(BaseRunner) 

NS2:  1ST Hank Giffin (Coeur d’ Alene); 2ND Rick Ellis (Aspire); 3RD Larry Lewandowski (Lew’s 

Cruise) 

SPIN:  1ST Chris French (Elixir); 2ND Bob Radam (Grey Area); 3RD Randy Goodman (Red Frog) 

Official results can be found here: https://broadbaysailing.org/LCSAResults 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:littlecreek@broadbaysailing.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/250807138384289
https://broadbaysailing.org/LCSAResults
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See you about the water…  Andy 

(LCSA Racing Coordinator/Creek Water) 

“Sailing is 90% mental, the other 50% is physical” Capt. Yogi 

“You are what you are and you ain’t what you ain’t” John Prine (Dear Abby) 

 

Willoughby Racers Thursday Races: 

Check out the Willoughby Racers link from the BBSA website at 

https://broadbaysailing.org/WRHome and our Willoughby Racers Facebook page for updates 

and more information. 

 

Hobie Fleet 32 News: 

Jeff Nelson is this year’s Hobie Fleet 32 lead. His contact info is as follows: 

757-572-5776 

jeffnelsonsails850@gmail.com 

 

  

https://broadbaysailing.org/WRHome
mailto:jeffnelsonsails850@gmail.com
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TRAINING NEWS 

Larry Baun, training@broadbaysailing.org  

 

Our winter 2023 Training agenda is starting to firm up. Here’s what we have on the docket so 

far: 

First and foremost, BBSA will host the annual “Murphy Rules” Seminar, where John McCarthy will 

share his knowledge and insight on Racing Rules. We have 18 February 2023 reserved, and 

expect to use a facility at Old Dominion University. Keep on the lookout for details and 

announcements to get signed up. While the facility has ample seating, this event is always in 

high demand and will be held for all Southern Bay sailors. Once the announcement comes out - 

reserve early! A special thanks to Randy Goodman for his help in getting this event and venue 

scheduled. 

A few other events are still developing, but we hope to have a sail and sail trim seminar during 

January or March. Finally, look for some mini-seminars on weeknights for safety (cruising and 

racing) and “Racing for Beginners” topics. 

Help Wanted! …. At our “Murphy Rules” and Sail handling seminars, we will offer morning 

coffee/donut refreshments (for a modest fee). We will need volunteers to help with set-up, and 

“manning” the refreshment tables. As soon as details are announced, please contact Larry Baun, 

Training Captain (training@broadbaysailing.org) if you can help. 

Larry Baun 

Training Captain 

Training@broadbaysailing.org 

  

mailto:training@broadbaysailing.org
mailto:training@broadbaysailing.org
mailto:Training@broadbaysailing.org
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CRUISING NEWS 
Eric Brinsfield, cruising@broadbaysailing.org 

From the Cruiser’s Cockpit 

2022 Cruising Captain:  Eric Brinsfield 

As the temperatures move lower, many of our members are migrating south with other 

snowbirds.  Joining the flock, Cathy and I, along with crew member and friend Gwynn Sullivan, 

are working our way south on Flight Risk.  Although the weather has been chilly, our trip has 

been enjoyable and relatively event free.  As I write this article, we are docked at Homer Smith’s 

Marina in Beaufort, NC, waiting for our weather window to go offshore to Charleston.   

Although I posted this story on Facebook, I thought I would republish this episode in the Banter 

for those who do not use Facebook.  As we entered the Alligator River-Pungo River Canal 

(ARPRC), Cathy and I apologized to Gwynn, warning her that the canal was long and boring.  

About halfway through, Gwynn was at the helm and yelled: “Eric, something is swimming across 

in front of the boat.”  I assumed it would be a river otter or something normal.  On closer look, 

we realized that we were in a crossing situation with a bear.  We had the right of way, but we 

gave way to avoid a collision. 

After recollecting our composure and getting back on course, I was able to grab my camera and 

snap a few photos as the bear completed his or her swim.  Sailing is never boring.   

  

 

FYI.  I am updating a personal photo log online regularly.  If you would like to receive a link to 

follow our cruise, please send me an email.  eric@ecbrinsfield.com 

If any other BBSA cruisers are heading south and want to share their story, please send them to 

me and we can post them in the Banter or on the website.  I know that Joel and Donna Penne 

are on their way south, while Chip and LeMoine Jones plan to leave soon.  Let’s track our 

cruisers this winter.  My Starlink has been working fine, even while under way, so I am usually 

connected to the Internet.   

  

mailto:cruising@broadbaysailing.org
mailto:eric@ecbrinsfield.com
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Upcoming Cruises 

Norfolk Grand Illumination Cruise, 18-20 November 

With COVID waning, the need to socialize among friends is strong.  A great way to mix and 

mingle with like-minded friends is to attend this year’s Grand Illumination Cruise, held on the 

weekend of November 18th-20th, in conjunction with Norfolk’s Grand Illumination weekend.  

Each year during the third weekend in November, the City of Norfolk holds its Grand 

Illumination weekend, which kicks off the official holiday season in the city.  The culminating 

event of the festive weekend is the illumination of the Norfolk & Portsmouth downtown skyline.   

This year the City of Norfolk has brought back the ever-popular Grand Illumination Parade. Prior 

to the lighting of the downtown skyline, the Grand Illumination weekend consists of a festive, 

holiday themed parade, the largest in the region.  The parade features spectacular floats, 

marching bands, giant balloons, dancers, and Santa himself.   

Broad Bay Sailing Association, in conjunction with Hampton Yacht Club, Norfolk Naval Sailing 

Association, and other regional sailing and boating clubs, sponsors a yearly cruise to Norfolk’s 

Waterside Marina for the joyful weekend events.  We plan to have a flotilla of boats sail down to 

Waterside Marina for this last cruise of the season.  The Grand Illumination Cruise, now in its 

11th year, always enjoys a robust fleet of sailboats and powerboaters as well. 

If last year’s event is any indication, this year’s Grand Illumination cruise will be a fantastic way to 

end the sailing season.  As in years past, we will have the Grand Illumination Crock Pot 

Challenge, which always brings out interesting and innovative stews, brews, led by many 

crockpots roux’s.  Our reigning champion, Christina Ritger promises to create a delicious and 

delightful crockpot creation again this year and looks to be a formidable champion. 

For those that need a bit more to ward off the late fall weather, no worries as I have heard that 

there will also be warm libations, such as Hot Toddies, Hot Buttered Rum, and other hot 

beverages readily available to warm bellies.  

As has been the tradition over the last few cruises, Jean & Jerry 

Pattenaude will host a Sunday morning dish-to-pass breakfast 

on their catamaran, Shangri-La.  This is the only way to end an 

enjoyable end-of-year cruise before departing for points home. 

So, start making your plans now to attend this year’s Grand 

Illumination cruise, which will be held over the November 18th-

20th weekend.   

Jonathan Romero 

S/V Tempo 

romeroarms@cox.net 

(757) 285-6017  

  

mailto:romeroarms@cox.net


 

11 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
membership@broadbaysailing.org 

Membership Meeting, Board Vote, and Friendsgiving: 

Join us for the Annual Membership meeting to elect officers for next year.  This is also the 

Annual Friendsgiving celebration potluck and gift exchange.  Bring a dish to share and a small 

gift to throw into the exchange.   

When:  November 15, 2022 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Where:  ODU Sailing Center, 4551 Powhatan Ave., Norfolk, VA 23529 

Purpose:  Annual Elections, Socialize with members, Friendsgiving Gift Exchange 

Please look for the event parking signs.  The parking is tight at ODU, so we need to stay in 

our lanes.   

For the elections, the list of nominees is posted on the website and below.  Come prepared to 

vote for the officers. 

Officers (to be voted on): 

Commodore    Vote for Bob Magoon or Randy Goodman 

Vice Commodore   Debbie Koelliker 

Treasurer    Sergio Diehl 

Secretary    Karl Shulenburg 

Cruising Fleet Captain   David Midkiff 

Racing Fleet Captain   Claude Speed 

Training Captain   Larry Baun 

Rear Commodore   Jim DiSomma 

Volunteer Leaders (not to be voted on): 

Ship Store    Vacant 

Sunshine Committee   Jean Pattenaude 

Membership Committee  Mary Greblunas 

Little Creek Sailing Association Andy Spittler 

Willoughby Racers   Al Brazzi 

Hobie Fleet 32    Jeff Nelson 

PHRF Delegate   Claude Speed/Bob Magoon 

CBYRA Delegate   Claude Speed/Bob Magoon 

Cape Charles     Al Brazzi   

Gift Exchange: 

If you would like to participate in the gift exchange, please bring a wrapped gift of a value of 

approximately $20.  The person who draws #1 gets to go first.  Each subsequent number gives 

the owner the right to pick a gift from the pile or from a prior opened gift. (More details at the 

party.) Once all the gifts have been opened, the person who drew #1 can keep their gift or they 

trade their gift for any of the gifts. Let see you can bring the most sought after gift this year. 

mailto:membership@broadbaysailing.org
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Membership Renewal and Banquet Info: 

BBSA is the premier sailing club here in the Southern Bay.  The club provides for many varied 

interests, from racing to cruising or just socializing.  All this is made possible by all of our 

members volunteering and our dues which cover the costs of insurance to hosting various 

events.     

As per our bylaws, membership renewals are due by 1 January of each year and can easily be 

completed on our website (instructions are listed below) by the Primary member and is now live.  

Additionally, please do not forget to sign up for one of the Intra-Club Racing groups (Little 

Creek Sailing Association, Willoughby Racers and the Hobie 32 Fleet) as well as the annual 

Change of Command and Banquet. 

The Commodore and Officers of the Broad Bay Sailing Association invite you to our Annual 

Change of Command and Banquet on 28 January at the Norfolk Yacht and Country Club (7001 

Hampton Blvd, Norfolk, Virginia 23505).  Details are as follows: 

• Time:  6:00 – 10:00 pm 

• Cocktails, Hors d'oeuvres and Social Hour from 6-7  

• Dinner, awards, change of command, and dancing from 7-10  

• Cash bar – wine will be available by the glass or bottle 

• DJ – Live entertainment by Dino Seretis 

In an effort to make this easier on everyone, I have included a link below to register.  Payment 

may be made via Credit Card. Highlights regarding the 2023 Renewal:  

1. Annual Dues this year are $55.00 which per our by-laws are due on 1 January 

2. Intra-Club Sailing Organizations are as follows: 

a. Little Creek Sailing Association - $35.00 

b. Willoughby Racers - $55.00 

c. Hobie 32 Fleet -$35.00 

3. Annual BBSA Banquet - $50.00 

4. BBSA Burgee - $25.00 – You may order a new burgee to replace the old burgee online as 

well. 

To renew:  Log into the BBSA website, https://broadbaysailing.org/. Click on your name at the 

top right of the home page Scroll down until you see the Renew Membership button. Follow the 

instructions to renew.  If you plan to join one of the Intra-Club Sailing groups, please remember 

to check the appropriate box.  Banquet Tickets and Burgees can also be purchased on your 

renewal form. 

Ship’s Store News, Bev Borberg, (757) 460-1051, bevborberg@yahoo.com: 

Sadly, the sailing season is almost ended, so when you decide to put your boat away check the 

condition of your Burgee.  If you need a new one, tell Sergio Diehl, sergio.diehl@cox.net, pay 

him $25 and he will notify me and I will mail one to you. 

 

https://broadbaysailing.org/
mailto:bevborberg@yahoo.com
mailto:sergio.diehl@cox.net
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BBSA Name Tags, Mary Anne Greblunas: 

The BBSA name tag has the BBSA Burgee on it along with your name and, if desired or 

applicable, your boat name. If you are a first-time new member, you get up to 2 free name tags 

(one per person) if ordered the 1st year of your membership. The name tags were brought back 

so we can put a name with your face. Please wear yours to meetings and other gatherings.  

If you are not a new member, the name tags are $10/each.  

Name Tags can only be ordered through the 

website. Please click this link 

https://broadbaysailing.org/event-5019991 to 

order your nametags. Please make sure your 

address is correct.  Please email Mary Anne 

Greblunas at marygreblunas@yahoo.com with any questions. 

The next order goes out the middle of April. 

  

https://broadbaysailing.org/event-5019991
mailto:marygreblunas@yahoo.com
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Treasurers Report 

  



 

15 
 

  



 

16 
 

  



 

17 
 

CLASSIFIEDS/WANTED 
Jonathan Romero has a few items for sale: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Romero 

nursejromero@gmail.com 

(757) 285-6017 

 

Jack Clayton has an anchor for sale jgc@melantho.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-inch White light Stainless 

Steel Cabin Dome Lights, $35 

set or $5 each. 

3 Series Double Deck Organizer.  Sheaved for 11mm max line, $35. 

West Marine 6 inch Deck 

Inspection Plate, $10. 

Spinlock 3-gang Clutches, 6-8mm line size$135.00 for 3, or 55.00 

each. 

30 lb CQR galvanized anchor- $50.00 

mailto:nursejromero@gmail.com
mailto:jgc@melantho.com
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Your illustrious secretary is selling a couple of items of interest… or not… you 

decide: 

Contact info is karl.shulenburg@gmail.com or (757) 374-6034. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winches available: 

Very Good Used Condition, manual, self-tailing, 2 Speed, Barient 27 winches.  New bearings 

installed last year.  $1500.00 for both. 

Contact Andy Spittler – andrew.spittler@gmail.com or 757.581.2082 (m) 

 

  

1/2” Dock line never 

used. 1 50’ line left. $25 

OBO 

25-pound Danforth 

anchor. Came with the 

boat when we bought it. 

Never used as evidenced 

by the intact label plate. 

New costs roughly $140. 

I’m good at $40… OBO 

mailto:karl.shulenburg@gmail.com
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IT'S THE LAW. The U.S. Coast Guard require that all boats 16' and larger 

carry non-expired (current) day & nighttime approved signals. 

 

CHECK YOU FLARE DATES EVERY BOATING SEASON. 

Flares are the most effective approved distress signals. 
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Broad Bay Sailing Association 
2022 Executive Committee and Volunteers  

Elected and Voting Board Members 

Commodore Jim DiSomma 

Vice Commodore Bob Magoon 

Treasurer  Sergio Diehl 

Secretary Karl Shulenburg 

Cruising Fleet Captain Eric Brinsfield 

Racing Fleet Captain   

One Design Captain  Chris Schott 

Training Captain Larry Baun 

Rear Commodore Stephanie Sweeney 

Volunteer Leaders 
Training Committee Larry Baun, Randy Goodman, Al Brazzi, 

Andy Spittler, Eric Brinsfield, Curt Hauger, 

Bill Wheary 

Executive Committee Member at Large  

Ship Store Bev Borberg 

Sunshine Committee  Vicki Layne 

Membership Committee Mary Anne Greblunas 

Little Creek Sailing Association  Andy Spittler  

Willoughby Racers Al Brazzi 

Hobie Fleet 32 Jeff Nelson 

PHRF Delegate  

CBYRA Delegate  

Leo Wardrup Memorial  

Cape Charles Cup 

Al Brazzi 

Webmaster Eric Brinsfield 

• The Commodore is ex-officio member of all committees.   


